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Scholarship Guidelines
· Any chief paid officer or staff member of a Chamber of Commerce in the State of Georgia that has paid their membership dues with the Georgia Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (GACCE) is eligible to apply for a GACCE Scholarship.  Only one person from each chamber is eligible to win a scholarship for each specific event (i.e.: if you have more than one staff member apply for the Staff Development Conference, only one will be eligible to win).  More than one application from each chamber can be submitted; however, they will be judged on merit and only one will be eligible to win per event.

· Six (6) GACCE Scholarships shall be awarded for national programs:

· Two (2) State Partner Scholarships covering partial tuition for first time attendees for the Institute for Organizational Management at UGA (June 2020)

· Two (2) partial tuition scholarships at the Institute for Organizational Management at UGA (June 2021)
· Two (2) for registration fee for the ACCE Convention (July 2020 – Dallas, TX)
The partial tuition Institute scholarships for June 2021 will be $700 per scholarship, and they will be reimbursed to the Chamber after tuition to Institute has been paid by the Chamber.

· Sixteen (16) GACCE Scholarships shall be awarded to members to attend GACCE conferences:
· Six (6) full scholarships to the Executive Leadership Conference in July 2020 – these will be awarded to current Chamber Executives only (four scholarships are being provided by Purchasing Alliance Solutions, one scholarship is being provided by Georgia Transmission Corporation, and one scholarship is being provided by Oglethorpe Power Corporation.)  Please note that the rooms for these scholarships will be king-bed rooms located in the Cherokee Cottage at the Jekyll Island Club Hotel.  No changes can be made in the room type.
· Four (4) registration-only scholarships to attend the Executive Leadership Conference in July 2020.
· One (1) full scholarship to the Volunteer Leader Conference in November 2020 (provided by Purchasing Alliance Solutions)
· Two (2) registration-only scholarships to the Volunteer Leader Conference in November 2020

· One (1) full scholarship to the Staff Development Conference in March 2021 (provided by Purchasing Alliance Solutions)
· Two (2) registration-only scholarships to the Staff Development Conference in March 2021. 

The funds for the registration-only scholarships will be credited to the Chamber. The full scholarships will cover the registration and room rate for the conference, but not incidentals.
· Funds provided through the GACCE Scholarship program must be used in the fiscal year in which they are provided (July 2020 – June 2021).
· GACCE Scholarships cannot be provided to the same individual in the same category for two (2) consecutive years.  One individual may not receive two (2) scholarships within the same fiscal year.  Since you can only receive one (1) scholarship per fiscal year, it is important for applicants to apply for the top scholarship(s) desired.
· If a recipient leaves the Chamber profession in the State of Georgia prior to Institute or the ACCE Convention, or if a GACCE event scholarship recipient cannot attend the conference, the scholarship shall become void.  Scholarships are awarded based on individual responses, and they are not transferrable.
· GACCE Scholarships will be awarded during the 2020 Staff Development Conference held March 12 & 13, 2020 in Alpharetta, GA.  

Criteria for Judging Applications

· The Scholarship Committee (chamber professionals from a different state) shall base their decisions on all the information contained in the scholarship applications received.
· Scholarship consideration will be based on a rating scale, which will include thoroughness of comments, information verification and explanation, and financial need. 
· In the event of a tie, the Scholarship Committee shall contact the respective applicants to conduct an interview by telephone or via e-mail correspondence.  The interviews shall be judged on a numerical point scale, 1 through 10, and the highest scoring candidate shall receive the scholarship.
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2020-2021 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
I would like to apply for the following (check all that apply):
· U.S. CHAMBER INSTITUTE 
State Partner Scholarships for First Year Institute Attendees 
(two $500 partial scholarships provided by US Chamber – for June 2020 at UGA)
· U.S. CHAMBER INSTITUTE 
GACCE Scholarship (two $700 partial tuition scholarships – June 2021 at UGA)

· ACCE CONVENTION 
July 2020 in Dallas, TX (two registration-only scholarships)

· GACCE Executive Leadership Conference (Execs Only)
July 7 – 10, 2020 – Jekyll Island, GA 
· GACCE Volunteer Leadership Conference 
November 19 & 20, 2020 – Augusta, GA 
· GACCE Staff Development Conference 
March 2021 – Location TBA 


GACCE is pleased to offer the above scholarships to current GACCE members.  Any chief paid officer or staff member of a Chamber of Commerce in Georgia that is a member in good standing with GACCE is eligible to apply for a scholarship.

Scholarship consideration will be based on a rating scale, which will include thoroughness of comments, information verification and explanation, and financial need.

Scholarship applications must be received by Friday, January 31, 2020.

SECTION I – APPLICANT / ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

Name/Title:  __________________________________________________________________________

Chamber:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Chamber Experience (include years, chambers, titles):

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Chamber or Association Education (where/when):

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Have you:
□     Attended GACCE conferences or workshops (date last attended:  _______________)

# of Employees:  ________________________

2020 Chamber budget $  ________________

What is the amount of your Chamber’s 2020 Professional Development Budget:  $  ________________

Have you previously received a scholarship through GACCE for any training?
□  Yes
□  No

If yes, for what program/conference and year?  ______________________________________________

If you are not awarded a scholarship, will you still attend the event for which you are applying?  

□  Yes
□  No   □  Unsure

SECTION II – ESSAY QUESTIONS

Please answer the following questions on a single separate page as completely as possible (all responses on one page, not a single page per question):

1. Why is it important for you to receive a scholarship?  Explain your Chamber’s financial need in training and personal development.
2. Why do you want to attend the program that you’re applying for?

SECTION III – ORGANIZATION AND INDIVIDUAL COMMITMENTS

Scholarships provide financial support toward professional development programs for GACCE members in good standing.  You will be responsible for the balance of fees, transportation, lodging and miscellaneous expenses.  If the recipient cannot attend the training, he/she must notify GACCE immediately.  If a recipient is unable to attend the meeting or leaves the Chamber, the GACCE scholarship is not transferrable.  The scholarship is awarded to an individual, not the Chamber.

SECTION IV – AUTHORIZATION

Applicant’s Signature  ________________________________________________  Date  _____________

Chief Executive Officer Signature  ______________________________________  Date  _____________

Your application will not be considered if received after the deadline of Friday, January 31, 2020.

Return one copy of your completed application and essay question attachment to:

Tiffany Fulmer Ott, GACCE Executive Director


tfulmer@tlfexecutiveservices.com
2020-2021 GACCE Scholarships


Guidelines & Judging Criteria
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